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ABSTRACT

On 25 Januvary 1990, an intensive cultural resources survey was conducted by the
Environmental Analysis Branch of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, HMNemphis
District along a 5,000 foot long portion of a proposed private levee near Poplar
Creek in Haywood County, Tennessee. A pedestrrian survey failed to locate any
archeological, historical or architectrural sites within the permit area. Thusx,
it is concluded that the proposed work will not have any impact on cultural

resources within the permit area.
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Inrroduct ion
An intenstive cultural resources survey was conducred on 2% Januarv 1990, The
length and width of the proposed borrow area was walked over and shovel test
units dug where required. The in-house lirerature search indicated no sites an

the proposed permit area.

Study and Project Descriprion

Ms. Lucile Acuff proposes ro build a levee near Poplar Creek near Willis,
Tennessee. The entire levee project is approximately 1 mile long. All rthe
proposed area requires a 404 permit. The area requiring a permit is rhe only

portion of the levee project surveyed (Map 1).
The levee perwit area investigated extended 1524.4 wmerers {5,000 feer). The

surveyed area contains 11.5 acres. The levee ends will rerminate against a

naturally raised area of land, thus, not requiriayg mechanical elevacion.

Environmental Setting

The projecr area is locarsd {n rhe 2:5uc:rn Towes 400 0 ignt a4 Tavig! galiaw
(Fisk 10447, Tha g o= 0 - S E ComE e e
depressions of lits e raiiaef, The ridaos ara rhe natgral levees  and  the
lowlands are abandoned zhannel; Ysrmed 2 <% 0on Pancne meandering river and

its tributaries.

The general area was under culrivarion last year. Cotton and milo was grown
last year. Dominant canoov species in the area are green ash (Fraxinum

pennsvivanica var. subim euer-imar. red mapie (acer cuboums, dnd Amercican =im

(Ulmys americana). Common associatas are sugerberry (Celris iaevirara), sweer
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Various species of fauna were observed. Avitauna observed in rhe impact area

included Carcolina chickadee (Parus carolinensis), American crow (Corvus

brachyrhynchos), common flicker (Colaptes auratus), American robin (Turdus

migratorius), and Blue jay (Cyanocitta cristata), anorthern junco (Junco

lyemalgﬁ), and horned lark {(eremaphila alpestris).

Mammal signs observed in the area included raccoon (Procyon lotor) and

white-tailed deer (Odocoileus wvirginianus), eastern corrontail (Sylvilagus

florida), fox squirrel (Sciurus  niger), and gray squirrel (Sciurus

carolinensis). Beaver (Castor canadensis) is a problem in and adjacent to the

project area.

Results of cthe Records Search

In-house site records and the National Register of Historic Places were
consulted. However, no cultural resources were recorded within the surveyed

permit area.

Survey Methodology and Results

The proposed project area is approximately 11.3 acres in size. The area was

partially coverzd with scattered cotron and milo plants; 70% of the ground

: 7 tuns vere olaned at various spots along the length
of rhe permit area. Each shovel test was approximately 50 cm deep. The soil
profile showed swamp deposits and plow mixed soils. No artifacts or feature

indicators were found in the shovel tests.

Recommendations

Based on an infield cultural resources survey and in-house background literature

sezarch, no evidence of prehistoric, historic or architectrural resourcas exist




within the direct impact zone of the propused permit area. It is, therefore,
concluded thar the proposed project will nor have any impacr on cultural

resources within the permit area.

The survey methodology used does not eliminate the possibility of encountering
deeply buried sites. Therefore, ir is recommended rhat any site encountered
during construction be protected from further damage until irs significance can
be determined by the Environmental Analysis Branch, Memphis District, Corps of

Engineers in conjunction with the Tennessee Hisrorical Commission.
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